1ST BEDHAMPTON (ST. THOMAS) SCOUT GROUP

by Ian Barbeary (Group Manager)

The “Tribe” Explorer Unit is going through a transition stage at the moment with a change of leadership after a successful trawl for a new leadership team to take on the running of the unit. I would like to thank Greg & Mel Barbeary for all the work they have done and especially for the Autumn term last year when they continued until the new leaders were found.
Our AGM is in September this year, at which point our Executive Chairman, Allan Gilchrist, will be stepping down, so a great thanks go to him for all he has given over the years and also to the other members, leaders and helpers.

Here are some of the things we got up to last year. 

BEAVER COLONY (6 to 8yrs)

by Melissa Colwell & Barbara Vosper
Once again the Bedhampton Beavers have enjoyed a very busy year. Our two main events of the year was our Beaver Sleepover on Hayling Island which was very enjoyable with a train ride and a District outing to Moors Valley which was enjoyable as well, but we did go later in the day, maybe next time we could make it longer. 

We also had another Beaver District event back last March, we had a Beaver Party which was great fun. Towards the end of the year we had our usual firework display with the Cubs and our Christmas party with lots of food and even a present from Father Christmas. We didn't have much luck with the weather for the Remembrance parade but thankyou to the Beavers that stood in the pouring rain that paid their respects. 

We have also participated in fund raising for Haiti by collecting copper coins, we raised £44.00 which was fantastic and other fund raising events such as bag packing at Morrisons raising money for the Group. 

A big thankyou to everyone that has supported us through last year, without you this could have not been possible and the Beavers look forward to another busy but fun year. Thankyou.

CUB PACK (8 to 10½yrs)

by Judy Colwell & Nigel Vosper
We have a very full and active Cub Pack. Our numbers are at the maximum with a waiting list. 

On weekly Cubs evenings have included: making igloo’s (with real snow!), a cold and wet BBQ on Hayling, Cycling, Kayaking, swimming and archery. We have just started naming our weeks after the alphabet from A-Z. Leaders are particularly looking forward to the H which is “Hurray no Cubs! – Half term”! 

We also joined District and County events such as the Hampshire Archery competition, St. George’s Day and Christingle services as well as taking part in the Remembrance Day Parade in Havant.
Cubs spiritual growth is an important part of the programme. This includes they have taking part in All Age Praise Services, Palm Sunday, Easter and Christingle services. The Cubs have also raised money for the Children’s Society through Carol singing.

The main Summer Camp was at Foxlease in the new Forest. The Cubs busy week included kayaking, archery, abseiling, orienteering (a.k.a. Cubs getting everyone lost), night hikes (a.k.a. Nigel getting lost over a bigger area!). The camp fire was very special as a fellow Scouter was a fully trained fire breather (Safety instructions have been give on why this is not to be tried at camp or home!)

On Wednesday the Cubs went to a local swimming pool where they sat inside giant inflatable's that were rolled around the pool (apparently Cubs think this is fun!), this active event was followed by fish and chips and visiting the new forest ponies. Some ponies took a very active interest in the fish and chips.

In October we had a traditional back-woods camp where Cubs discovered traditional scouting skills such a cooking food over open fires, using pen knifes in a safe manner and building shelters. In case they weren’t tired enough the evening activity included a midnight walk up to the “Trundle” summit near Goodwood.

Thank you to everyone who has supported us this last year and we look forward to this year’s activities. 

SCOUT TROOP (10½ - 14 years)

by Mandy Smith-Wise
This year the scouts have yet again been very busy.

We have seen one Patrol go through the district elimination round and onto the County camping competition coming a fabulous 7th.

The troop has also visited the Isle of Wight for their summer camp and although they did cycle from Ryde to Ventnor found it hard going to cycle everywhere. Buses and trains were also used to transport the scouts around the Island and gave the boys four different types of transportation over a week (bikes, ferries, trains, buses).

The troop numbers have gone up and down throughout the year and as we stand at the moment we do have spaces for boys who live within the Parish.

We have seen a change also in leadership and adult help over the last year with Doug Squire, Paul Harber and Bryan Rough all joining in to help in various ways. We are always looking for more help and support so if you wish to come along and offer your support to the troop please speak to anyone of the leaders.

Two of our young leaders will be moving up to adults over the coming year and this has opened up spaces for new young leaders to come along and give back to the troop. 

The scouts have also started on their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze and last year we saw another 4 planning and training for their Expedition around the New Forest. All four completed the Hike and their presentation. Through this hike we have had One scout complete the whole Bronze award and another from the previous year complete his. Well Done to you both.

One of our Young Leaders also completed his Gold DofE Expedition last year and has a few months of work to complete his award.

Five of our scouts also completed their Chief Scout Gold Award completing eight out of nine challenge awards these range from Expedition, Outdoor, Outdoor Plus, Creative, Adventure, Community, Promise, Fitness, and Global.

We tried again to make contact with scouts in France and although one scout did come and visit us and took back badges, neckies and letters from all the scouts and leaders we unfortunately have not heard anything back.

Last year we also took part in the Langstone Harbour Walk, the seven of us all got sponsorship and half the money we raised went to help sponsor a child through the Soteria Trust.

All the scouts have had fun and earnt lots of badges over the year and we look forward to earning lots more badges and having more fun this year.

EXPLORER SCOUTS (14-18 yrs)

by Dan Short (Assistant Explorer Scout Leader)

Our Explorer Unit currently consists of 15 Explorers. We have been doing a multitude of exciting activities in the last year consisting of: rock climbing, hiking, cooking, laser shooting, swimming, pioneering, bike rides, camping and more! Our main camp this year was when we went to Dartmoor for a hiking expedition. We got there on the Friday evening to set up our tents, on the Saturday we spent the day hiking around Dartmoor, the weather was constantly changing from sun to heavy wind and rain which made for an interesting hike with amazing views, then on the Sunday the weather turned for the worse so we didn’t hike as far that day. On the Monday we packed up our tents and came home after an amazing camp.

The Explorers really enjoy our week by week meetings/activities which shows due to the increase in numbers we have had. Rock climbing is a constant favourite which we usually do once a term up at fort Purbrook. We have had a change in the leadership team recently which left us sad to see some previous leaders leaving but gives an exciting opportunity for the new leaders to make a positive impression on the explorers and to see what they have to offer them as everyone has different skills.
